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Medical Examination for Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Drivers 

 
Notes for applicants and medical practitioners 

• All applications for a hackney carriage and/or private hire driver licence must be 
accompanied by a satisfactory medical examination report to the DVLA Group 2 
medical standards. This is regardless of the age of the applicant. 
 

• The medical examination report form required is the current DVLA Medical 
Examination Report for a Group 2 Licence 'V4', which can be found on the gov.uk 
site at this link. 

 

• Applicants are required to undertake a medical examination on application then 
on the anniversary of the grant of the licence in the year before their 45th birthday 
and every 5 years until the age of 65 (i.e., to coincide with the driver’s 50th, 55th, 
60th and 65th birthdays) whereupon an annual examination is required on the 
anniversary of the grant of the licence.  
 

• The Authority will expect medical examinations to be conducted by the applicant’s 
own general practitioner or medical practice. Where this cannot be achieved, the 
examination must be completed by a suitably qualified medical practitioner with 
access to the applicant's full medical history. Where a full medical history cannot 
be obtained, a sufficiently detailed medical history summary provided by the 
applicant's general practitioner or practice will be acceptable, as long as it allows 
the medical practitioner to fully and accurately complete the medical assessment 
and make an appropriate and informed consideration and declaration.  

 

• Before booking an appointment with a GP or alternative medical practitioner, 
applicants are advised to read the useful information and notes provided by the 
DVLA at https://www.gov.uk/guidance/general-information-assessing-fitness-to-
drive and  https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/assessing-fitness-to-drive-
a-guide-for- medical-professionals 
 

• Should specified medical conditions be identified which could impact on the 
applicant's fitness to drive the application may be refused. Each application will 
however be considered on its own merits.  
 

• If after reading these notes, you have any doubts about your ability to meet the 
medical standards, please consult your doctor before you arrange for this medical 
report to be completed. The doctor may charge you for completing it, and in the 
event of your application being refused, the fee you pay the doctor is not 
refundable.  
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/d4-medical-examiner-report-for-a-lorry-or-bus-driving-licence
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/general-information-assessing-fitness-to-drive
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/general-information-assessing-fitness-to-drive
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/assessing-fitness-to-drive-a-guide-for-medical-professionals
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/assessing-fitness-to-drive-a-guide-for-medical-professionals
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/assessing-fitness-to-drive-a-guide-for-medical-professionals


 

• Where there remains any doubt about the fitness of any applicant, the Committee 
will review the medical evidence and make any final decision considering the 
medical evidence available. 
 

• The medical examination must be no more than 4 months old when the licence is 
granted. 
 

• Medical practitioners will find it helpful to consult the DVLA's useful information 
and notes produced for Medical Practitioners at - 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/assessing-fitness-to-drive-a-guide-
for- medical-professionals 
 

• If the medical examination report is not being completed by the applicant's own 
GP, medical practitioners must confirm the applicant's identity before 
examination, i.e. through appropriate photographic identification such as a 
passport. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/assessing-fitness-to-drive-a-guide-for-medical-professionals
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/assessing-fitness-to-drive-a-guide-for-medical-professionals
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/assessing-fitness-to-drive-a-guide-for-medical-professionals
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